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What do you think?  
 

When I check out in a store, I typically ask the cashiers how their day is going. Most often I get 
�F�D�V�X�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V�����´�,�W�·�V���E�X�V�\���µ���´�%�H�H�Q���D���V�O�R�Z���G�D�\���µ���´�,���D�P �D�O�P�R�V�W���G�R�Q�H���µ���R�U���´�,�W�·�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�N���µ 
 
But this time the clerk said  �´�,�W���V���E�H�H�Q���D�Z�I�X�O��  �3�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W���E�H�H�Q���U�X�G�H���D�O�O���G�D�\���µ I said I was sorry to 
hear that. She said that her mother -in-law had even stopped by and cheered her up a bit and that 
helped. It was just one of those days when people were just not being nice about things that she 
had no control over.  
 
�,���V�D�L�G���,���K�R�S�H�G���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�H�O�D�[���D�Q�G���O�H�D�Y�H���L�W���E�H�K�L�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���J�R�W���K�R�P�H�����6�K�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W�·�V��
what she was planning to do. Overall I felt she was doing a good job of keeping her professional 
composure, but I appreciated the frankness of her answer.  
 
It occurred to me that it was a  Sunday  afternoon. Apparently  Sunday  �G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���P�D�N�H���X�V���Q�L�F�H�U���R�U��
more polite to others!   I wondered how many of those customers might have considered themselves 
to be Christians. I was buying some used books, and I hope she would notice that these were all on 
Christian topics. If I had added to the  rudeness while buying those books, would she have noticed 
that, too?  
 
While I was hoping to just be a good, Christ like influence with  my caring and courtesy, the thought 
�R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���W�R���P�H���W�K�D�W���,���F�R�X�O�G���V�D�\���´�<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���P�\���S�U�D�\�H�U�V���µ  �,�W�·�V���Z�K�D�W���,���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���V�D�\�����:�K�D�W���L�I���,���K�D�G��
�D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���,���Z�D�V���D���S�D�V�W�R�U�����D�Q�G���,�·�P���V�R�U�U�\���W�K�D�W �\�R�X�·�Y�H���K�D�G���D���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���G�D�\���R�U���V�R�P�H���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�P���R�I��
identifying myself as a Christian? I do like  the words attributed to St. Francis of Assisi - �´�3�U�H�D�F�K���W�K�H��
�J�R�V�S�H�O���D�W���D�O�O���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���L�I���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���X�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���µ  
 
What would you do?  Where do you see yourself in this story?  �0�D�\�E�H���\�R�X�U���´�Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�µ���V�W�D�U�W�V���E�\���G�R�L�Q�J��
no harm as you interact with people in your daily business and busyness. I believe that those small 
kindnesses are important and very needed in this world. Do you  add words of prayer and care?   I 
�V�W�L�O�O���W�K�L�Q�N���,���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�G�G�H�G���´�<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���P�\���S�U�D�\�H�U�V���µ���%�X�W���, just prayed for her without telling her.  
 
I know that if I see that person working there again, I will ask her how her day is going. How do you 
witness? I would love to hear from you. What  do you think?  
  
 

 

 


