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                         The Easter door  
  

Christ is risen! Shut the door!?  
 

This is not the usual Easter greeting!  But it seems to be true to Johnõs 

gospel.  
 

In two different accounts of the risen Christ appearing to  the disciples, 

John makes a point of telling us that  the doors were shut or even 

locked.  (John  20:20, 26.) Knowing that John loves to have double 

meanings for his words, this could also be  about our spiritual, emotional 

and intellectual doors.  
 

How often do we shut  the door to new ideas, new possibilities? Do we 

shut the door to change? Easter with a risen Christ opens  wider the doors 

to something we cannot imagine!  
 

So how open  can I be to this?  
 

The poet  Joy Crowly writes òMy heart is too uncertain for a cosmic event. Its doors open one at a 

time, and slowly...ó 
 

Maybe this is why we come back each year to òcosmic eventsó such as Christmas or Easter one 

step at a time, bit by bit, each year, door by door,  opening another door of this new life slowly.  

Maybe you canõt open the Easter door all at once. So be  open  to what you can, day by day.  

Can you open the door  a little more, to  a word of forgiveness, a glimpse of joy, a sense of wonder 

and mystery, or even amazing grace?  
 

Open yourself to a crack of light that seems to be a gift of possibility! Open  the door to new 

directions! Open the door to a new venture of faith, care and learning!  
 

Open the  door to the opportunities to Connect, Grow and Serve that are highlighted in this 

newsletter!  
 

Come and walk through  the open doors of Advent church for Easter services at 8:30 and 10am! 

The music will be inspiring. The children will have a special celebration time at the 10am service. 

We just might pick up on the  happy coincidence of Easter being on April Foolõs Day. 
 

Christ is risen! Open the  door!  
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Prayer Point meets every Sunday at 9:30am  

Yoga meets every Monday at 4:30pm   

 

Sun., April 1 -  Easter Sunday  

Ą 8:30am Easter Worship  

Ą 10am Easter Worship & Kidõs Celebration 

Mon., April 2 -  Church Office Closed  

Ą 6:30pm Boy Scouts  

Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros  

Tues., April 3 

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

Ą 12:30pm Ladies Lunch Bunch at Jõs Family            

Restaurant in Burnsville  

Ą 7pm SPRC Meeting  

Ą 7pm Outreach Team Meeting  

Wed., April 4  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids   

Ą 6:30pm WOW! Women on Wednesday  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Ą 7pm Social Principles  

Thurs., April 5 

Ą 1pm Prayer Shawl Gathering  

Ą 7pm Prayer 101  

Sun., April 8  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:15am Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal 

Ą 11:30am Care Team Meeting  

Ą 11:30am Advent Ambassadors Roundtable  

Mon., April 9  

Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros  

Ą 7pm Uncommon Knowledge: Yoga  

Tues., April 10  

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

Ą 7pm Trustees Meeting  

Wed., April 11  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids   

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Ą 7pm Social Principles  

Thurs., April 12 

Ą 9:30am -2:30pm MN Conf. Stewardship Seminar  

Ą 3-5pm Stewardship Consultant  

Ą 6:30pm Finance Team Meeting  

Ą 7pm Prayer 101  

Sun., April 15 - Undie Sunday  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:15am Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal 

Ą 4-6pm Confirmation I & II and Praxis  

Ą 6:30pm Cub Scout Pack 449 Meeting  

Mon., April 16  

 Ą 5:30-8pm Advent @ Zeõs Diner 

Ą 6:30pm Boy Scouts  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros  

Tues., April 17 

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

Ą 7pm Ad Council Meeting  

Wed., April 18  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids   

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Ą 7pm Social Principles  

Thurs., April 19 

Ą 7pm Prayer 101  

Sat., April 21  

Ą 9am -4pm Living Spirit Retreat  

Ą 4:30pm FMSC Packing Event  

Sun., April 22  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:15am Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal 

Ą 11:15am Advent Cares Day Planning Meeting  

Ą 4pm Confirmation I & II and Praxis  

Mon., April 23  

 Ą 6:30pm Boys Scouts  

 Ą 6:30pm Boys Scouts Committee Meeting  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros  

 Ą 7pm NAMI Meeting  

Tues., April 24 

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

Ą 10am Lectionary Study with Pastor Rory  

Ą 2pm Newsletter Deadline  

Ą 6:30pm MACS Burger Quest  

Wed., April 25  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids   

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Ą 7pm Social Principles  

Thurs., April 26 

 Ą 1pm Advent Retirees Connecting Will Planning 

Presentation  

 Ą 7pm Prayer 101  

Fri., April 27  

  Ą 6-8pm All Ages Game Night  

Sat., April 28  

  Ą 10am -12pm Community Garden Clean Up Day  

Sun., April 29  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:15am Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal 

Ą 1-3pm Sheridan Story Packing Event  

Ą 4pm Confirmation Pictures & Dinner  

Mon., April 30  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros  

9ǾŜƴǘǎ ΦΦΦ 
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9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hũŜǊƛƴƎ 
As is the tradition at Advent UMC, a special Easter offering will be taken for the following recipients:  

¶ People, Incorporated  

¶ The Sheridan Story  

¶ Advent Mission Fund  

Thank you for your support of all these causes during the Easter season.  

Sign up to Share While You Shop  
Starting Sunday, April 8, itõs time to sign up for Share While You Shop, a campaign to benefit the Open 

Door food shelf in Eagan. Last year we  surpassed our goal of 3,500 pounds by collecting food and  

supplies totaling  over 4,000  pounds!  This year the Advent Outreach Team is asking Advent Church to 

do it again with a goal of collecting two tons (4,000 pounds) from April through August when the  

campaign ends.  
 

Please sign up at Outreach Corner for one of the following six categories and then donate $10 worth 

(or more) of these items every month from April -August. The six categories this 

year are:  

  

¶ Peanut Butter & Jelly  

¶ Toilet Paper  

¶ Cereal & Oatmeal  

¶ Canned Goods (Veggies, Fruits, Meats, Soups)  

¶ Vegetable & Olive Oils (16 -48 oz. bottles)  

¶ 100% Fruit Juice (64 oz. bottles)  
 

New this year:  The Open Door is also in need of extra paper and/

or cloth grocery bags, so  we are asking that if you have any extras at home to please bring those with 

the supplies you are dropping off. When you sign up, grab a fridge reminder slip. Post it on your fridge 

and check off each month as you donate. Drop your donations off in the grocery cart in Outreach 

Corner, and weõll deliver them to the Open Door Pantry in Eagan.  

  

The Open Door  is one of the largest non -profit food shelves in Dakota County providing food distribu-

tion across the south metro area. Through its Pantry Food Shelf, 12 Mobile Pantry Sites, and The Mobile 

Lunch Box, The Open Door serves  over 5000 individuals each month and distributes over 1 million 

pounds of healthy food annually. The Open Door has grown immensely since it began serving the  

Eagan community over ten years ago. They not only provide food and supplies, they also have family 

advocates to help link families to critical, stabilizing services at social service agencies.  
 

We tailor our drive to bring items for which they have the most need. Also during summer months, the 

food shelves can become more sparse as kids are home from school, and food drives dwindle. Thank 

you for supporting all of the ministries of Advent Church.  
  

http://theopendoorpantry.org/
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¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ϧ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ 
By Karen Brisky 
 

Youth in Motion is Ready for Mission! However, we need some support from you to help us in our missions 

for this year!   
 

Our Senior High Youth in Motion are headed to St. Louis in July to serve the community in whatever 

ways the YouthWorks folks need us to do. We are fantastic at painting and cleaning, gardening.. You 

name it, we can do it!   
 

Our mid -high youth are participating in Camp MSP (Mission, Service, Purpose) serving right here in the 

Twin Cities.  
 

On  April 8 , we will be hosting a Bake Sale serving all of your favorite treats with the 

funds received going toward these trips. (I heard there may be donuts, too - which is 

planned to become a regular monthly fundraiser for Youth Programming!) This is also 

the  Sunday  that our 9th Grade Confirmands will be leading the Worship Service. The 

Senior High and Mid High will also sing and assist in worship. You won't want to miss 

this! 
 

The Dime Challenge is Back! So check under the couch cushions 

and in the recliner, clean out the little cup in the car filled with 

change and drop it in our Dime Challenge bottle  on Sunday  morning!   
 

As always, we would not be able to go and serve without your support. We thank you for your love, 

prayers, and assistance with funding these trips.   Stay tuned for more fun ways to help us coming soon! 

(hint - the flock is coming back!)  

April 15  we will celebrate  UNDIE SUNDAY by 

collecting new underwear and socks to  

donate to the Simpson Shelter. Both men's 

and women's underwear and socks are 

needed.     

Undie Sunday  

is April 15  
FMSC Packing 

Event April 21  

We have a packing session on Saturday, April 

21,  from 4:30 to 6:30pm.  Sign -up at  

Outreach Corner in the lobby or email  

info@advent -umc.com .   

mailto:info@advent-umc.com
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By Sheryl Buss, Caring Ministry Team Chair  
 

On  Monday, April 16, the Caring Ministry Team will be host-

ing our Sixth Annual Intergenerational Advent @ Zeõs Diner 

from  5:30 to 8pm.  They close at  8pm, so youõll want to get 

there earlier.  Please put this enjoyable evening on your  

calendars to join us for an informal gathering of all ages, 

good food  (breakfast served all day), and a chance to visit 

with friends and meet new friends. Last year there were fifty 

who joined us.   
 

This year, 15% of what we spend will be donated to Advent 

to help defray costs for our Advent Cares Day coming up 

on Saturday, Aug. 18.  
 

Questions?  Contact  Sheryl Buss at SBussphoto@aol.com   

or 651-587-7229.  

The Barnabas Award is a tradition going back to Adventõs founding. A  

collection is taken in honor of a person(s) who serves òbehind the scenes,ó 

often unnoticed. A gift to benefit the church is given in their honor. We are 

now accepting donations for this award with the award recipient(s)  

announced during service on April 15. Please use the Barnabas envelope 

in the pew rack or mark òBarnabasó on your donation.  

Save the date for Advent Cares Day  
Mark your calendar for our 6 th Annual Advent Cares 

Day on  Saturday, August 18  from 8:30am -noon . This 

service event involves more than100 volunteers reach-

ing out into our community to work at over a dozen 

job sites.  Weõll also be providing free document shred-

ding for the community at the church.  

 

The Advent Cares planning team will be meeting 

on  Sunday, April 22, at 11:15am  in the Emmaus Room. 

We welcome any project ideas you might have or  

organizations within our community you think we 

should reach out to for Advent Cares Day.  Weõre off 

to a great start with a generous $500 grant from the 

Eagan Foundation.   
 

If you are  interested in helping with this community  

service  project, please contact  Felicia Bannerjee . 

mailto:SBussphoto@aol.com
tel:(651)%20587-7229

