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Christmas fruit: Fruit of the  Spirit        

 

Did you ever get fruit in your Christmas stocking?  
 

I grew up with that tradition.  My mother said it 

was so we would eat  the fruit for breakfast and 

not wake them up too early on 

Christmas  morning!  
 

I have had a  few churches over the  years that 

also had a tradition of delivering Christmas fruit 

baskets to people who had experienced a loss 

or illness during the year.  
 

I like the idea that Christmas brings fruit. The birth of Christ as Godõs love in us produces 

something! As we move from the Christmas season into Epiphany, we are also going to 

bear fruit.  The fruit of  the  Spirit! 
 

Galatians 5:22 says the òfruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self -control.ó 
 

Jesus also said we are to bear  good fruit.  
 

We will use the fruit of the spirit for òLiving in Loveó as our worship themes and topics for 

the  next two months.  
 

How are you growing these characteristics?  What is your faith òproducingó? 

We will introduce you to some new paths for your discipleship growth and Connect 

Group opportunities.   
 

For now, ponder these words from  the Anglican  evangelical leader John R.W Stott:  

òA Christian should resemble a fruit tree with real fruit, not a Christmas tree with 

decorations on it.ó  
 

Thank you for another great year here at Advent and planning a fruitful year ahead!  
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Tues., January 1 - New Yearõs Day 

Ą Office Closed  

Wed., January 2  

Ą NO ADVENTure Kids  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Sun., January 6  

Ą 9:30am Prayer Point  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:30am Enchanted Evening Planning Meeting  

Ą 11:30am Nursery Staff Meeting  

Ą 3:15pm Campfire Disciples  

Ą 4-6pm Youth Night  & Confirmation  

Mon., January 7  

 Ą 4:30pm Yoga  

 Ą 6:30pm Boy Scouts  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros.   

 Ą 7pm UMW Meeting   

Tues., January 8  

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

 Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

 Ą 11:45am Ladies Lunch Bunch at Stonehaven  

Ą 12pm Staff Meeting  

Ą 7pm  Trustees Meeting  

Wed., January 9  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Thurs., January 10  

Ą 6pm Finance Team Meeting  

Sun., January 13  

Ą 9:30-11:30am Youth Donut Sale  

Ą 9:30am Prayer Point  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:30am Care Team Meeting  

Ą 4-6pm Youth Night  & Confirmation  

Ą 6pm Cub Scout Pack Meeting  

Mon., January 14  

 Ą 4:30pm Yoga  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros.   

Tues., January 15  

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

 Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

 Ą 6:30pm  ACT and Ad Council  Meeting  

Wed., January 16  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids  

Ą 7-8:30pm  Christianity and World Religions  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Sat., January 19  

Ą 9:30am -2:30pm UMW Sewing Day  

Sun., January 20  

Ą 9:30am Prayer Point  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:30am Youth Mission Trip Kick -Off Meeting  

Mon., January 21 - MLK Day 

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros.    

Tues., January 22  

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

 Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

 Ą 10:00am Pastorõs Bible Study with Pastor Rory 

Ą 12pm Staff Meeting  

Ą 6:30pm MACS Burger Quest  

Ą 6:30pm SPRC Meeting with DS  

Wed., January 23  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids  

Ą 7-8:30pm Christianity and World Religions  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Fri., January 25  

Ą 12:30-6:30pm Red Cross Blood Drive  

Sat., January 26  

Ą 4-7:30pm Simpson Shelter Meal  

Sun., January 27  

Ą 9:30am Prayer Point  

Ą 10am Sunday Worship & Faith Builders  

Ą 11:15am -12:30pm All Church Birthday Party  

Ą 3:15pm Campfire Disciples  

Ą 4-6pm Youth Night & Confirmation  

Mon., January 28  

 Ą 4:30pm Yoga  

 Ą 6:30pm Boy Scout Troop Committee Meeting  

 Ą 6:30pm One Word/One Hour at Dunn Bros.   

 Ą 7pm NAMI Meeting  

Tues., January 29  

Ą 6:45am Menõs Book Study at Panera 

 Ą 9:30am Helping Hands  

 Ą 10:00am Pastorõs Bible Study with Pastor Rory 

  Ą 2pm Newsletter deadline  

Wed., January 30  

Ą 9:30am -2pm ADVENTure Kids  

Ą 7-8:30pm Christianity and World Religions  

Ą 7pm Choir Practice  

Thurs., January 31  

Ą 11:30am -3:30pm Advent Retirees Connecting to Bell 

Museum  

Ą 6:30-8:30pm Mr. Rogerõs Neighborhood  
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Winter 2019 Connect Groups  

 
Our next Youth Donut Fundraiser   

is on Sunday,  Jan. 13 from 9:30-11:30am 
 

Proceeds support Youth Ministry & Mission Work 

   

The Winter 2019 Connect Groups brochures  are now available, and  we have many new offerings  

including the below classes starting in January:  
 

Christianity and World Religions on Wednesdays Jan. 16 - Feb. 20  

from 7 -8:30pm  

Christianity and World Religions: Wrestling With Questions People Ask  is a video -

based small -group study that explores four major world religions - Hinduism,  

Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism ð and compares the beliefs of each with those 

of Christianity. This six-week study deals openly and honestly with questions 

people ask about other religions, including why we should believe the claims of  

Christianity over those of other faiths. As part of the study, author and presenter 

Adam Hamilton interviews a religious leader from each tradition. He treats the 

world religions with great respect, recognizing the unique contributions  of 

each.  Ann Girres hosts this class. A limited number of books are available for 

sale at Connection Point. Cost is $15 each. Please sign up here  or at  

Connection Point.  
 

 

Mr. Rogerõs Neighborhood on Thursday, Jan. 31  

from 6:30 -8:30pm  

We invite you to read òThe Good Neighbor: The Life and 

Work of Fred Rogersó on your own. Then join us for movie 

treats while we watch òWonõt You Be My Neighbor?ó and 

have a brief discussion afterwards. Stephanie Clark hosts 

this FREE class. Please sign up here  or at Connection Point.  

 
 

Click here  to view the full Connect Group brochure or pick 

up a copy in the lobby Sunday mornings, then sign up for 

one or more classes.  
 

http://advent-umc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Connect-Groups-Brochure-Winter-2019.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084fa5aa2ea4ff2-christianity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084fa5aa2ea4ff2-mrrogers
http://advent-umc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Connect-Groups-Brochure-Winter-2019.pdf

